Phragmites austrilisis a perennial grass
that grows in dense stands up to 12 feet in
height. Also known as Common Reed, thisplant
can be found worldwide. It is an aggressive
invader of wetland areas particularly wherethe
soil has been disturbed or exposed. Dense
stands of phragmites crowd out native wetland
plantsand providelittle or no valuetowildlife.

\WHY 1S PHRAGMITES A

THREAT?

Thick stands of phragmites also pose a
significant wildfire threat to surrounding
communities. Because the stands contain alot
of standing dead material, they will carry fire
readily evenin summer when the current year’s
growth is still green. Fire danger is increased
in the fall after the current growth is killed by
frost and remains high until spring greenup.

For moreinformation,
please contact the VirginiaDepartment of
Forestry or your local fire department.

Thank you to Poquoson Fire Department for
your interest in educating the public.
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REcoGNIzE THE PROBLEM AND REDUCE THE RIsSK

Phragmitesiseesily recognizedby itslargeplumedflower -~ A CCESS
head that pers ststhroughout thewinter. If standsof thisplant
aregrowing nearby, your homemay beat anincreased risk
of damage by wildfire. However, there are steps you can
taketo reducetherisk.

THE YARD

Q

Maintain a defendable space of at least 30 feet
around your home. Thiswill serveasafirebreakin
theevent of awildfireanditwill dsogivefirefighters
roomtowork. Control any vegetation, particularly
phragmites, growinginthisarea Alsoremoveany
dead vegetation, such asleavesand pineneedles,
that cancarry fire,

Landscapewith fireresistant plants(for example,
plantswith highwater retention bility andno highly
flammablearométicails).

Don't burn trash or brush. Take it to the local
landfill instead.

Fire Department.

O  Keep your lane or driveway open. Remove
vegetation that can burn and trap you in or
prevent access to your home by emergency
vehicles.

O  Be sure your house number is clearly visible
from the road.

THE HOUSE

O  Keepyour roof, guttersand deck clear of dead
leaves and pine needles.

O Don't stack firewood against your house or
under your deck. Also, don’t store gas cans or
lawnmowersunder your deck.

O  Keep your chimney clean - haveit checked at

For moreinformation on reducing therisk of wildfireto your
home, contact the VirginiaDepartment of Forestry or your local

least twiceayear.




